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ITINERARY 

The following pages detail our day-to-day activities. In 
addition to this itinerary, you will receive a daily program 
that lists the planned activities for each day with specific 
timings. 

Please remember that this is an expedition in the true sense 
of the word. You should expect that changes will occur along 
the way, timings will be adjusted, and unexpected events 
will affect the program. Your expedition leader will conduct 
briefings to keep you apprised of any scheduling changes. 
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F e b r u a r y  1 7  -  1 8

London, England

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Individual Arrivals in London, England

Upon arrival at the Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park, please 
visit the Ancient Crossroads of Asia & the Middle East 
welcome desk in the Asquith Room. Please bring your 
passport and COVID vaccination card with you. The check-
in staff will collect your passport and return it to you the 
next morning at breakfast. You will also receive your name 
tag, security/ID badge and other important updates.

Further details about check-in and any COVID-related 
updates will be provided in the welcome letter when you 
check in to the hotel. 

Welcome Desk Hours:

Friday, February 17 | 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    

This evening, please gather for a welcome cocktail reception 
and dinner. This is your opportunity to meet your expert 
staff and fellow travelers. Your expedition leader will brief 
you on important details for tomorrow morning’s departure. 
Smart-casual cocktail attire is encouraged but not required 
for this festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park, London

Please do not pack your passport or 
important documents in your checked 
luggage, but rather always put them in 
your hand-carry bag that you bring on 
board the jet.

Reminders
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

MANDARIN ORIENTAL  
HYDE PARK, LONDON
Nestled between Knightsbridge and Hyde Park, the reimagined 
Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park, London offers the ideal location 
for exploring the city. Enjoy views over Knightsbridge and a 
marble bathroom in your elegant guest room, which reflects the 
vision of renowned designer Joyce Wang. Dining options range 
from the Michelin-starred Dinner by Heston Blumenthal to the 
stylish Mandarin Bar.



ANCIENT CROSSROADS OF ASIA & THE MIDDLE EAST: A LUXURY TOUR BY PRIVATE JET | FEBRUARY 17 - MARCH 11, 2023 

13

F e b r u a r y  1 8  -  2 0

Luxor and the Pyramids, Egypt

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight to 
Luxor. Please remember to stop at the TCS hospitality desk 
to collect your passport.

Depart:  London, England | 10:00 A.M.

Arrive:  Luxor, Egypt | 5:25 P.M.

Elapsed Time:  5H 25M

Meal Service:  Lunch

Upon arrival, clear Egyptian immigration and customs 
before transferring to the hotel for check-in. 

This evening, enjoy a casual dinner at the hotel. 

OVERNIGHT: Hilton Luxor Resort & Spa 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
After breakfast, spend the day uncovering the wonders of 
Luxor, ancient Egypt's royal capital that is often described 
as the world's finest open-air museum. Begin on the Nile's 
east bank at the awe-inspiring temple complex of Karnak, 
dedicated to a quartet of Egyptian gods. Wander among 
the massive columns of the Great Hypostyle Hall, and take 
in the painted reliefs and ornate hieroglyphs that adorn 
these sacred spaces. Visit the small but impressive Temple 
of Khonsu, which was built under Ramesses III and is 
considered a stellar example of a complete New Kingdom 
temple.

Continue along the banks of the Nile to the magnificent 
Luxor Temple. Constructed over the centuries by a series 
of pharaohs, including Ramesses II and Tutankhamun, 
this vast complex retains its towering front wall, dramatic 
statues and gigantic columns opening onto grandiose 
squares.

Cross over to the west bank by motorboat and board motor 
boats for a river cruise. Sail through the waters of the Nile, 
taking in views of Luxor’s ancient monuments that rise from 
the banks of the river and enjoying lunch on board. 
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

HILTON LUXOR RESORT & SPA
The Hilton Luxor occupies a prime location on the east bank of 
the Nile River, just minutes away from the Temple of Karnak. 
Take in stunning views of the river from your comfortable guest 
room or the edge of the infinity pool, recharge in the on-site 
spa, or enjoy international cuisine at one of the property’s eight 
restaurants.  

Return to the hotel via motorboat and enjoy time at leisure 
after lunch. Later this afternoon, transfer to Luxor’s Valley 
of the Kings, the burial ground for the pharaohs of the New 
Kingdom, including King Tutankhamun and Ramesses II. 
At this UNESCO World Heritage site, explore elaborate 
tombs—intended to pave the way to the afterlife.

This evening, enjoy an elaborate gala dinner at Medinet 
Habu Temple, which is strikingly lit up against the night 
sky. Smart-casual cocktail attire is encouraged but not 
required for this festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Hilton Luxor Resort & Spa

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel this morning before 
transferring to the airport for our flight to Cairo.

Depart: Luxor, Egypt | 8:30 A.M. 

Arrive: Cairo, Egypt | 10:00 A.M. 

Elapsed Time: 1H 30M 

Upon arrival in Cairo, spend the morning and afternoon 
discovering the site of the ancient Egyptians’ greatest 
masterpieces, the Pyramids of Giza. Here you explore the 
Great Pyramid, the largest of the three pyramids. The Great 
Pyramid is by far the oldest Ancient Wonder of the World 
and the only one that still exists today. Enjoy time to walk 
around the pyramid's exterior and continue to a panoramic 
view point for photo opportunities of this architectural 
masterpiece.

Continue next door to the Great Sphinx of Giza. The 
mythical lion body and human head of the Sphinx have 
puzzled scholars for centuries. Enjoy special private access 
to the area between the statue's paws and a lecture that 
offers deeper insight into the mysteries of ancient Egypt. 

Following your visit to the Sphinx, transfer to a nearby 
restaurant for lunch with a full view of the pyramids.
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F e b r u a r y  2 0  -  2 3

Jerusalem, Israel

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
(CONTINUED)
Transfer to the Cairo airport and board the private jet for our 
flight to Israel. 

Depart: Cairo, Egypt | 5:00 P.M. 

Arrive: Tel Aviv, Israel | 6:25 P.M. 

Elapsed Time: 1H 25M 

Meal Service: Snack

After clearing Israeli immigration and customs, transfer 
approximately 45 minutes to our Jerusalem hotel for check-
in and dinner.

OVERNIGHT: King David Jerusalem Hotel 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
After breakfast, embark on a full-day tour of Jerusalem's 
Old City. 

Accompanied by Israeli and Palestinian guides, delve into 
the rich layers of history found within this UNESCO-listed 
walled city, home to many pilgrimage sites with deep 
spiritual significance for Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
Visit the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the latter where Jesus prayed after the Last Supper; walk 
around the Dome of the Rock located on the Temple Mount 
and the Western Wall; and traverse ancient, narrow streets 
to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, home to two of the 
most hallowed sites in Christianity. 

After a private lunch at a local restaurant, explore the Israel 
Museum, home to the most extensive collection of biblical 
and archaeological artifacts in the world. Among the nearly 
500,000 objects are the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are some of 
the oldest biblical scrolls ever discovered. 

Return to the hotel in the late afternoon and enjoy time at 
leisure before gathering for cocktails and a lecture. This 
evening, choose from a selection of local restaurants, or 
dine at the hotel.   

OVERNIGHT: King David Jerusalem Hotel
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

KING DAVID JERUSALEM HOTEL
Constructed in 1929, the King David Jerusalem Hotel is a city 
landmark that has hosted an array of world leaders, artists and 
celebrities. The hotel’s classic design channels the glamour of 
a bygone era, and recently renovated rooms and suites pamper 
guests with modern luxury. Enjoy exceptional views of the 
domes and minarets of the Old City, just a 15-minute walk 
away. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before departing on your pre-
chosen morning activities. 

q Masada and Dead Sea

Transfer approximately one hour and 25 minutes to Masada, 
where you board a cable car to ride to the ancient clifftop 
fortress built by King Herod the Great. Tour the series of 
palaces atop the plateau, taking in the mosaic-covered floors 
and ancient swimming pools while delving into the history 
of the first Jewish Revolt. Stop for lunch on the beach, and 
either return to the hotel or choose to soak in the mineral-
rich waters of the Dead Sea before making the drive back.

q Bethlehem

Visit the Palestinian city of Bethlehem, home to some of 
Christianity and Islam’s holiest landmarks. On the way, stop 
at a Palestinian refugee camp to learn about Palestinian life 
after decades of conflict. Tour the Church of the Nativity, 
where a 14-point star marks the spot that is believed to be 
where Christ was born in a manger. Afterward, continue on 
to visit the Armenian Church where St. Jerome translated 
the Bible for the first time from Hebrew to Latin, and explore 
Palestinian history including the Israeli West Bank barrier. 
Return to the hotel for lunch.  

This afternoon, depart on your pre-selected afternoon 
options. 

q Bethlehem

This is an abbreviated version of the morning tour of 
Bethlehem: See all the sights of the Palestinian City of 
Bethlehem, home to some of Christianity and Islam’s holiest 
landmarks, but at a faster pace. We also visit the Armenian 
Church where St. Jerome translated the Bible for the first 
time from Hebrew to Latin, and explore Palestinian history, 
including the Israeli West Bank barrier. Before returning 
to the hotel, we stop at a Palestinian refugee camp to learn 
about Palestinian life after decades of conflict.

q Yad Vashem and Holocaust Museum

Visit the Yad Vashem, the Holocaust museum and memorial 
dedicated to research, education, and remembrance of the 
lives lost during history’s worst genocide. This center pays 
tribute to the near decimation of one of the world’s oldest 
cultures. It serves as a sobering portrait of one of humanity’s 
worst acts, but the personal stories of rebirth and recovery 
after unfathomable suffering are proof of the resilience of 
the human spirit.

This evening, enjoy a cocktail reception and gala dinner 
with local entertainment at a restaurant in the Old City. 
Smart-casual cocktail attire is encouraged but not required 
for this festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: King David Jerusalem Hotel
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F e b r u a r y  2 3  -  2 5

Samarkand, Uzbekistan

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
After breakfast, transfer to the Tel Aviv airport and board 
the private jet for our flight to Uzbekistan.

Depart:  Tel Aviv, Israel | 10:00 A.M. 

Arrive:  Samarkand, Uzbekistan | 5:30 P.M. 

Elapsed Time:  4H 30M 

Meal Service:  Lunch

Upon arrival, clear immigration and customs and proceed 
directly to touring in Samarkand on the way to the hotel. 
Visit the Ulugh Beg Observatory, constructed in the 1420s 
by Temurid ruler and astronomer Ulugh Beg before its 
destruction in 1449. The observatory was not rediscovered 
until the early 20th century. Also visit the Gur-e-Amir 
Mausoleum, the ornate tomb of Timur, or Tamerlane, 
a medieval conqueror and ancestor to the great Mughal 
kings of India. The tomb exemplifies the Persian-style 
architecture also seen at the Taj Mahal. Explore the tomb 
with a guide who will highlight the rosette-patterned 
mosaics, deep ceilings and turquoise tiles. Afterward, 
transfer to the hotel to check in. 

This evening, enjoy a buffet dinner at the hotel. 

OVERNIGHT: DiliMah Hotel

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before departing for a full day of 
touring in Samarkand. 

Explore the Shakhi-Zinda compound, home to a collection 
of mosques and mausoleums displaying some of the most 
stunning tilework in the Muslim world. View beautiful 
examples from the Temurid era, which date to the 14th and 
15th centuries. You will also visit Registan Square, once 
the centerpiece of ancient Samarkand. Three grandiose 
buildings make up this public square, each featuring 
beautiful blue tilework and massive domes. Here, enjoy time 
for shopping or exploring on your own before continuing to 
a private lunch at a local restaurant.

Spend the afternoon delving deeper into the fascinating 
history and culture of Samarkand. Head to the town of 
Koni Ghil where artisans have revived the Uzbek craft of 
handmade paper. Learn how they transform traditional 
materials such as silk, henna, mulberry and rose water into 
paper products. Admire the striking façade of Bibi Khanum 
Mosque. Built in record time more than 500 years ago, this 
massive mosque was one of the grandest structures of its 
time. After visiting the mosque, walk to a nearby bazaar, 
where you have time to peruse the stalls of local vendors 
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

DILIMAH HOTEL
Located in the heart of this historic city, The DiliMah Hotel 
offers modern comforts and attentive service. Amenities 
include a fitness center and spa, indoor and outdoor 
pools, a massage room and a sauna. Onsite dining features 
Mediterranean cuisine served in the hotel's interior terrace. 
Guest rooms are decorated in rich neutrals, with elegant 
European and Islamic-inspired design elements.

selling everything from breads, dried fruit and nuts to 
household goods. You also have the option to attend a local 
silk carpet weaving workshop that endeavors to maintain 
Uzbekistan's rich textile traditions. View the intricate 
production process and browse the carpets available for 
purchase. Return to the hotel in the late afternoon.

This evening, transfer to a local restaurant for a private 
dinner with local entertainment. Afterward, visit Registan 
Square for a special photo opportunity of its grand buildings 
lit up at night before returning to the hotel. Smart-casual 
cocktail attire is encouraged but not required for this festive 
dinner.

OVERNIGHT: DiliMah Hotel
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F e b r u a r y  2 5  -  2 7

Bangkok, Thailand

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
After breakfast, check out of the hotel and transfer to the 
airport, where you board the private jet and depart for 
Thailand.

Depart:  Samarkand, Uzbekistan | 10:00 A.M.

Arrive:  Bangkok, Thailand | 5:55 P.M.

Elapsed Time: 5H 55M

Meal Service: Lunch

Clear Thai immigration and customs and transfer to our 
Bangkok hotel for check-in. This evening, you may choose 
from the hotel's variety of restaurants for dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya 
River

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel this morning before departing 
on your pre-chosen morning sightseeing options.

q Highlights of Bangkok

Encounter Bangkok's timeless temples on a private boat 
cruise down the Chao Phraya River. Stop at Wat Pho, an 
active monastery famed for its colossal golden statue of the 
reclining Buddha. From here, ride in a tuk-tuk to the gilded 
Grand Palace, a magnificent royal complex that has served 
as the official residence of the Kings of Siam since the 18th 
century. View an impressive collection of murals depicting 
Thai history and visit the sacred Temple of the Emerald 
Buddha before returning to our hotel by private boat. 

q Klongs of Bangkok 

Embark on a private boat cruise to explore Bangkok's 
historic canal system. Glide down the Chao Phraya River 
past glittering temples, including the spectacular Wat 
Arun, before venturing into some of the smaller canals. 
Take in the rhythms of life along the waterfront as you pass 
through traditional Thai neighborhoods and houses on 
stilts. Disembark to browse the floating market stalls selling 
antiques and local wares, and perhaps leave with some 
souvenirs before boarding the boat for the return ride. 
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q Creative District Walking Tour

Explore Bangkok's up-and-coming creative district on 
a guided walking tour. As you stroll through the narrow 
streets and alleys, take in the vibrant collection of art 
studios, galleries, street art and sidewalk eateries, 
discovering how the neighborhood has undergone a 
renaissance to become the beating heart of the city. Stop for 
a coffee at a local cafe before returning to the hotel.

Private Shopping

Embark on a shopping excursion tailored to your individual 
interests. Venture out into the city and discover the many 
opportunities for shopping in Bangkok, which is known for 
its antiques, silk, tailoring and gems.

All Guests

Tonight, we welcome the guests who are joining us for the 
second half of the itinerary, and bid farewell to those who 
opted to join us for the first half only. Gather for cocktails 
and then proceed to the hotel's riverfront dock, boarding a 
barge for an unforgettable dinner cruise. Enjoy a traditional 
Thai feast as you take in the glittering lights of the city from 
the spectacular vantage point of the Chao Phraya River. 
Smart-casual cocktail attire is encouraged but not required 
for this festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya 
River

q Market Visit and Cooking School

Discover the dynamic flavors of Thai cuisine during this 
culinary experience. Begin with a chef-guided tour of a local 
food market and then transfer to the Blue Elephant Cooking 
School for a private cooking class. Uncover the secrets of 
traditional Thai dishes, learning how to prepare spring rolls, 
chicken curry and prawn pad thai before feasting on your 
creations for lunch.

Private Shopping

Embark on a shopping excursion tailored to your individual 
interests. Venture out into the city and discover the many 
opportunities for shopping in Bangkok, which is known for 
its antiques, silk, tailoring and gems.

Enjoy lunch at one of the hotel restaurants unless lunch is 
included with your morning sightseeing activity. Afterward, 
depart on your pre-chosen afternoon sightseeing options. 

q Jim Thompson Heritage House

Take a guided tour of the Jim Thompson House, the 
former private residence of American businessman Jim 
Thompson, who lived in Bangkok and helped revitalize the 
Thai silk industry in the 1950s and 1960s. Consisting of six 
traditional teak houses, the house was built to showcase 
Thompson's extensive collection of rare Asian art, and 
was converted into a museum following his mysterious 
disappearance in 1967.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL BANGKOK 
AT CHAO PHRAYA RIVER 
Experience Bangkok’s riverside at an urban sanctuary in the 
city’s creative district. Surrounded by galleries, boutiques, 
restaurants and cafés, Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at 
Chao Phraya River is a hub of energy and style. Admire the 
riverscape from the outdoor lap and infinity pools, savor 
inventive cuisine from the collection of internationally 
inspired restaurants, or simply find solace in one of the 
green courtyards. Take in panoramic river views from the 
quiet comfort of luxurious guest rooms with floor-to-ceiling 
windows.
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F e b r u a r y  2 7  -  M a r c h  2

Hoi An, Vietnam

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
This morning, breakfast is at the hotel before you transfer 
to the airport for the private jet flight to Vietnam. 

Depart:  Bangkok, Thailand | 11:00 A.M.

Arrive: Da Nang, Vietnam | 12:45 P.M.

Elapsed Time: 1H 45M

Meal Service:  Lunch

Land in Da Nang and clear Vietnamese immigration and 
customs before transferring to our resort for check-in. Take 
time to relax and refresh before departing on your pre-
chosen evening dinner option.

q Hoi An Food Tour via Vespa

From our resort, board vintage Vespas with a driver to 
explore Hoi An's vibrant streets at night. Begin with a 
sunset cocktail at the Shore Club, then enjoy a progressive 
dinner, encompassing fresh white rose dumplings, the 
iconic rice pancake, traditional hot pot, and fresh Southeast 
Asian fruit desserts.

q Nam Hai Cooking Academy

Master the techniques of Vietnamese cooking at our resort's 
own cooking school, with vegetables and herbs from the 
resort gardens. Discover the nuances of Vietnamese cuisine, 
which embodies healthy, seasonal cooking with intricately 
balanced flavors and textures. Learn to create some of the 
area’s best-known dishes, and enjoy the fruits of your labor 
for dinner. This option has limited availability.

If you have not selected one of the evening options, enjoy 
dinner at your choice of resort restaurant this evening.

OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai, Hoi An
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Get an early start this morning with the following pre-
chosen option:

q Early Morning Yoga

Enjoy a small-group yoga class at the resort spa. Please note 
that this option has limited availability.

All Guests

Following breakfast at the hotel, depart on your pre-chosen 
morning sightseeing activities.

q Walking Tour of Hoi An

Drive approximately 30 minutes, then explore the 
highlights of Hoi An's Old Town on a short walking tour—
the city is known for its well-preserved Ancient Town 
and mix of architecture, from wooden Chinese temples to 
colorful French colonial buildings to the Japanese Covered 
Bridge with its pagoda. Remain in the area for some 
shopping, or return to our hotel. This tour covers a walking 
distance of approximately 0.6 miles. Clothing covering the 
knees and shoulders is required for the temple visit.

q Cycling to Cam Kim Island

Drive approximately 30 minutes then explore the Hoi An 
countryside on this tour to Cam Kim island. Board a boat 
to cross the Thu Bon River, then ride a bike down quiet 
back roads, stopping in villages to learn how locals make 
distinctive handicrafts such as wooden boats and colorful 
woven mats.

Yaly Couture

Visit Yaly Couture, Hoi An's most prestigious tailor that 
has produced exquisite bespoke creations for over 25 years. 
Meet with a designer to commission a custom garment, 
which will be delivered to our resort before we depart 
Vietnam.

All Guests

This afternoon, you will have lunch at the resort before 
departing for your pre-chosen afternoon sightseeing 
options.

q Fisherman's Life Tour

This hands-on cultural experience offers an authentic look 
at the Vietnamese way of life. Transfer to a local fishing 
village, where you will gain insight into the daily lives of 
the fishermen, their families and the community before 
boarding a boat for a cruise on the Cua Dai River. While 
exploring the peaceful waterways flanked by coconut palms, 
learn about traditional fishing techniques and try your hand 
at casting the fishing net with helpful instruction from a 
local fisherman. Transfer to a bamboo basket boat for an 
opportunity to try paddling one of these uniquely shaped 
vessels, which have been used in Vietnam for centuries. 
Return to the cruise boat to enjoy a cold beverage on the 
way back to the wharf.

q Market Visit and Cooking School

Transfer to Hoi An's Old Town for a unique Vietnamese 
cooking experience. Meet local chefs for a guided 
exploration of a colorful market, which abounds with 
seasonal produce, meat, dry goods and other fresh 
ingredients. After exploring the market, board boats for 
a cruise on the Thu Bon River to the Red Bridge Cooking 
School. Here, enjoy a cooking demonstration, learning 
about the flavors and nuances of Vietnamese cooking before 
feasting on the chef-prepared dishes for dinner.  

q Hoi An Food Tour via Vespa

From our resort, board vintage Vespas with a driver to 
explore Hoi An's vibrant streets at night. Begin with a 
sunset cocktail at the Shore Club, then enjoy a progressive 
dinner, encompassing fresh white rose dumplings, the 
iconic rice pancake, traditional hot pot, and fresh Southeast 
Asian fruit desserts.

Tonight, you will have dinner at one of the resort 
restaurants unless dinner is included with your afternoon 
sightseeing activity.

OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai, Hoi An
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
Get an early start this morning with the following pre-
chosen option:

q Early Morning Yoga

Enjoy a small-group yoga class at the resort spa. Please 
note that this option has limited availability.

All Guests

Following breakfast at the hotel, depart on your pre-
chosen morning sightseeing activities.

q My Son Sanctuary

Approximately 75 minutes from our hotel, My Son is one 
of Southeast Asia’s foremost Hindu temple complexes, 
with architectural echoes of its Cambodian counterpart, 
Angkor Wat. In a jungled valley, modern and ancient 
histories collide in the juxtaposition of the 4th- to 14th-
century ruins with the huge craters left by the bombs of 
the Vietnam War.

q Hoi An Countryside via Vespa

Departing from our resort, board scooters and ride 
over the bridge to Cam Kim island, where we visit with 
traditional boat builders before continuing on through rice 
paddies, farmland and rural villages. Along the way, learn 
from local families the art of mat weaving and how to make 
the perfect rice cracker. End at the fishing village of Cam 
Thanh, returning to the resort by vehicle.

q Walking Tour of Hoi An

Drive approximately 30 minutes, then explore the 
highlights of Hoi An on foot—the city is known for its 
well-preserved Ancient Town and mix of architecture, 
from wooden Chinese temples to colorful French colonial 
buildings to the Japanese Covered Bridge with its pagoda. 
Remain in the area for some shopping, or return to our 
hotel.

All Guests

This afternoon, you will have lunch at the resort before 
departing for your pre-chosen afternoon sightseeing 
options.

q Cycling to Cam Kim Island

Drive approximately 30 minutes then explore the Hoi An 
countryside on this tour to Cam Kim island. Board a boat 
to cross the Thu Bon River, then ride a bike down quiet 
back roads, stopping in villages to learn how locals make 
distinctive handicrafts such as wooden boats and colorful 
woven mats..

q Walking Tour of Hoi An

Drive approximately 30 minutes, then explore the 
highlights of Hoi An on foot—the city is known for its 
well-preserved Ancient Town and mix of architecture, 
from wooden Chinese temples to colorful French colonial 
buildings to the Japanese Covered Bridge with its pagoda. 
Remain in the area for some shopping, or return to our 
hotel.

All Guests

Tonight, enjoy cocktails, local entertainment and a dinner 
of Vietnamese street food specialties at the Red Bridge 
Restaurant & Cooking School, located approximately 30 
minutes from our hotel. Smart-casual cocktail attire is 
encouraged but not required for this festive dinner.
 

OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai, Hoi An
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

FOUR SEASONS RESORT  
THE NAM HAI, HOI AN
Embellishing Nam Hai heritage with Four Seasons flair, 
Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai is located on a private 
stretch of Ha My Beach – hailed by Forbes as one of the best 
beaches in the world. Once a fishing village – with a historic 
temple preserved on site – the resort presents an authentic 
connection to the region. All 100 sumptuously appointed villas 
are positioned to optimize ocean views and beach breezes, 
and feature a balance of indoor and outdoor spaces including 
a raised central sleeping platform, bedside bathing area and 
outdoor shower garden.
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M a r c h  2  -  5

Jaipur, India

THURSDAY, MARCH 2 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for our private jet 
flight to India. 

Depart: Da Nang, Vietnam | 11:00 A.M. 

Arrive: Jaipur, India | 3:05 P.M.

Elapsed Time: 5H 35M 

Meal Service: Lunch

After clearing Indian immigration and customs, transfer to 
the hotel for check-in. 

This evening, enjoy an à la carte dinner at the hotel's 
restaurants. 

OVERNIGHT: Rambagh Palace

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
After breakfast this morning, choose to spend the morning 
exploring Jaipur's Amber Fort or remain at the hotel and 
relax. 

Amber Fort

Visit the Amber Fort, known for unique architecture that 
combines Mughal and Hindu styles. Built in red sandstone 
and marble, the imposing fort is a delight to walk through 
with its high ramparts, many gates, cobbled paths and a 
splendid view of Maota Lake.

Morning at Leisure

Opt to spend the morning enjoying the hotel's many 
amenities, which include a spa, fitness center and more. 
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All Guests

Return to our hotel for lunch, and then choose from the 
following sightseeing options this afternoon.

Private Shopping

A guide will take you to the shopping destinations of your 
choice. Whether you are interested in local art, textiles, 
jewelry or handicrafts, a knowledgeable guide will drive you 
and like-minded shoppers around the city and guide you to 
the best local vendors.

Curry Cooking Class

Enjoy a cooking class at our hotel. One of the senior chefs 
will offer an introduction to Jaipur's cuisine by guiding you 
through some of the most common Indian recipes. Try your 
hand at making a few fragrant dishes and sample a variety of 
traditional foods.

Golf (Limited Availability)

Transfer to the Rambagh Golf Club adjacent to the hotel 
to play a round of golf at one of India's oldest and most 
prestigious golf clubs. The course is a challenging, 18-hole 
championship course with Par 70 Yardage-6303 (SSS 70). 
Please note this option is at an additional cost.

All Guests

Tonight, gather on the hotel's elegant lawns for a cocktail 
reception, followed by a festive gala dinner with folk 
music and a camel polo demonstration. Known as the 
“sport of kings,” polo is a national pastime with a long 
and rich tradition in Jaipur. Smart-casual cocktail attire is 
encouraged but not required for this festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Rambagh Palace

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
This morning, you may choose to rise early for breakfast 
followed by an early morning exercise.

Sunrise Yoga

Gather poolside at 6:45 a.m. for a morning yoga class. 
Improve your strength and flexibility as you are guided 
through traditional poses by a resident instructor.

All Guests

After your early morning activities, choose to spend the rest 
of the morning exploring the city of Jaipur or remain at the 
hotel and relax. 

Pink City Tour

Admire the Hawa Mahal, or the "Palace of Winds," a 
beautiful honeycombed structure crafted from pink and red 
sandstone, which allowed the ladies of the court to discreetly 
watch life on the streets below. Visit the City Palace, the 
18th-century home of Maharaja Jai Singh II and his large 
open-air observatory. At the observatory, view the massive 
instruments created by brilliant mathematicians and 
astronomers of the era, as well as the world’s largest sundial.

Morning at Leisure

Opt to spend the morning enjoying the hotel's many 
amenities, which include a spa, fitness center and more. 

All Guests

Return to our hotel for lunch, and then choose from the 
following sightseeing options this afternoon.

Private Shopping

A guide will take you to the shopping destinations of your 
choice. Whether you are interested in local art, textiles, 
jewelry or handicrafts, a knowledgeable guide will drive you 
and like-minded shoppers around the city and guide you to 
the best local vendors.

Curry Cooking Class

Enjoy a cooking class at our hotel. One of the senior chefs 
will offer an introduction to Jaipur's cuisine by guiding you 
through some of the most common Indian recipes. Try your 
hand at making a few fragrant dishes and sample a variety of 
traditional foods.

Golf (Limited Availability)

Transfer to the Rambagh Golf Club adjacent to the hotel 
to play a round of golf at one of India's oldest and most 
prestigious golf clubs. The course is a challenging, 18-hole 
championship course with Par 70 Yardage-6303 (SSS 70). 
Please note this option is at an additional cost.

All Guests

This evening, enjoy an à la carte dinner at the hotel's 
restaurants. 
 

OVERNIGHT: Rambagh Palace
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

RAMBAGH PALACE
Built in 1835, Rambagh Palace was home to Jaipur’s royal family 
until 1957, when it was converted into a hotel. The property 
includes over 47 acres of expansive gardens. Relax and 
recharge at the holistic spa or indulge in a fine dinner at one of 
several unique bars and restaurants. Rooms are rich in textures 
and colors, and each has been designed for comfort with a four-
poster or twin bed, walk-in wardrobe and a spacious bathroom.
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M a r c h  5  -  6

Kathmandu, Nepal

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to the airport for our 
flight to Nepal. 

Depart:  Jaipur, India | 10:00 A.M. 

Arrive:  Kathmandu, Nepal | 12:05 P.M.

Elapsed Time:  1H 50M 

Meal Service:  Lunch

After clearing Nepalese immigration and customs, transfer 
to the hotel for check-in and lunch before departing on one 
of the following afternoon sightseeing options. 

Bhaktapur

Discover the ancient city of Bhaktapur, which boasts 
beautiful temples, palaces and squares that have remained 
virtually unchanged since the 17th century. Stroll through 
Durbar Square with its array of temples overlooking the 
Palace of 55 Windows, and view the Nyatapola Temple, 
considered the finest Nepali example of the pagoda style of 
architecture.

Patan 

Explore Patan, a city known for its rich art heritage that 
dates back to the year 745 A.D. Meet one of Nepal's living 
goddesses—part of a centuries-old tradition of revered 
young women—and see the city's famed craftsmen at work 
as you visit the Thangka Painting School and a singing 
bowl workshop. Visit the meticulously restored royal palace 
that houses the Patan Museum, where Nepal’s vast artistic 
heritage is on illustrious display. Stroll through Durbar 
Square, an expansive plaza filled with temples, multistoried 
pagodas and detailed brickwork.

All Guests 

Gather in the hotel this evening for cocktails and a lecture, 
followed by an à la carte dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Dwarika's Hotel Kathmandu

As we will be traveling to Bhutan 
tomorrow, you should start taking your 
high-altitude medication tonight. While 
at altitude, avoid consuming alcohol and 
make sure to drink plenty of water.

Reminders
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MONDAY, MARCH 6
This morning, check out of our hotel and opt to transfer 
directly to the Kathmandu Airport or participate in one of 
the following sightseeing activities along the way.

Boudhanath Stupa and Pashupatinath

Visit Boudhanath Stupa, one of the largest of its kind in the 
world. This massive stupa towers above Kathmandu with 
four pairs of eyes keeping watch for righteous behavior. 
Afterward, continue to the temple of Pashupatinath.
Dedicated to Lord Shiva, this 5th-century structure is the 
oldest and most sacred Hindu temple in Nepal. The devout 
venture from far away for a blessing or even opt to live out 
the remainder of their lives in this holy place. Get a glimpse 
of the gilded roof and fine silver detailing from the east 
banks of the river.

Boudhanath Stupa 

Opt to visit only Boudhanath Stupa, one of the largest of 
its kind in the world. This massive stupa towers above 
Kathmandu with four pairs of eyes keeping watch for 
righteous behavior.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

DWARIKA'S HOTEL KATHMANDU
This centrally located hotel features a terracotta brick 
courtyard with 16th-century, hand-carved windows in 
traditional Bahktapuri style. The hotel houses an extensive 
collection of artifacts from the 13th century onward. The 
buildings and courtyards reflect some of Nepal’s best 
craftsmanship, capturing the beauty and spirit of an ancient 
city. Comfortable guest rooms are all individually designed, 
with most rooms overlooking the serene courtyard. They offer 
custom-designed, handmade furniture and organic linens. 
Hotel facilities include a library, boutiques, swimming pool, 
and a Himalayan spa.
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M a r c h  6  -  8

Paro, Bhutan

MONDAY, MARCH 6 (CONTINUED)
Depart from the Kathmandu airport on a charter flight to 
Bhutan.

Depart:  Kathmandu, Nepal | 10:30 A.M. 

Arrive:  Paro, Bhutan | 11:45 A.M.

Elapsed Time:  1H 15M 

Upon arrival in Bhutan, proceed through immigration and 
customs and then transfer to our hotel for check-in.

After a picnic lunch in the hotel gardens, spend the 
afternoon exploring Paro. Visit the Rinpung Dzong, known 
as the “Fortress on the Heap of Jewels,” whose massive 
buttressed walls tower over the town. Construction first 
began in 1644 and today it houses both the monastic body 
and district government offices. Cross the traditional 
wooden bridge spanning the Paro River that was removed 
in times of war to protect the Dzong. Afterward, transfer 
to Paro's town center, where you can get a glimpse of daily 
life as you walk its main street lined with small shops and 
traditional Bhutanese buildings.

Return to the hotel this evening for cocktails and a private 
dinner. 

OVERNIGHT: Zhiwa Ling Heritage Paro

TUESDAY, MARCH 7
Opt to rise early this morning for a yoga and meditation 
session at the hotel. After breakfast, depart on your pre-
chosen full-day activities.

q Thimphu

Drive 90 minutes through the scenic countryside to visit 
the country’s capital, Thimphu, where the gleaming white 
Memorial Chorten dominates the skyline. Tour the Dechen 
Phodrang Monastery, a monastic school that houses several 
important historical Bhutanese artifacts including 12th-
century paintings monitored by UNESCO. Visit the National 
Textile Museum, which displays the country’s major 
weaving techniques, styles of local dress and locally made 
textiles, then stop at a local restaurant for lunch. After 
lunch, continue to a close-up view of the Memorial Chorten 
and the massive, bronze Buddha Dordenma statue which 
overlooks the valley, as well as the nearby temple.
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

ZHIWA LING HERITAGE PARO
Elaborate hand-carved wooden cornices and masterful 
stonework coexist with state-of-the-art technology and 
under-floor heating at this boutique property. All guest rooms 
overlook forests and mountains, and feature oak floors, hand-
knotted rugs, rich furnishings, and sitting areas with a private 
balcony. Guests can relax in the sauna, steam room, gym, and 
traditional Bhutanese outdoor hot-stone bath. The hotel also 
features a full-service spa, archery and dart ranges, teahouse, 
and meditation house.

q Tiger's Nest Monastery

Take a spectacular hike to Taktsang Palphug Monastery, 
known as the Tiger’s Nest. Perched 10,200 feet above sea 
level, it is one of the country’s most revered sites, named 
for the flying tigress that is said to have carried the Guru 
Rinpoche here in the eighth century. Hike approximately 
four to five hours round trip to the mountainside viewpoint 
at this dramatically situated and sacred site. This hike has 
an approximate elevation gain of 1,650 feet and includes 
over 1,400 steps at high altitude. Enjoy lunch at a cafe 
before making the return trek down to the base. Return to 
our hotel in the late afternoon.

All Guests 

Tonight, enjoy a private dinner at the hotel.

OVERNIGHT: Zhiwa Ling Heritage Paro
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M a r c h  8  -  1 0

Muscat, Oman

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
After breakfast, transfer to the Paro airport for the return 
charter flight to Kathmandu.

Depart:  Paro, Bhutan | 8:00 A.M. 

Arrive:  Kathmandu, Nepal | 9:00 A.M.

Elapsed Time:  1H 

Arrive in Nepal and proceed through immigration and 
customs before boarding the private jet for our flight to 
Oman.

Depart:  Kathmandu, Nepal | 1:00 P.M. 

Arrive:  Muscat, Oman | 3:55 P.M.

Elapsed Time:  4H 40M 

Upon arrival in Muscat, proceed through immigration and 
customs and then transfer to our hotel. 

Enjoy time to relax and refresh at the hotel this afternoon, 
then transfer to a local venue for an Arabian dinner. Smart-
casual cocktail attire is encouraged but not required for this 
festive dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Al-Bustan Palace, A Ritz-Carlton Hotel

THURSDAY, MARCH 9
Enjoy breakast at the hotel this morning before departing 

on your pre-selected full-day or morning sightseeing option.

q Wahiba Sands Tour

From the hotel, transfer to Wadi Bani Khalid, an oasis 
nestled within the cliffs of the rugged desert. Enjoy time 
here to relax in one of the refreshing emerald pools or 
lounge beneath the shady palm trees. Next, board four-
wheel-drive vehicles and embark on an exhilarating drive 
through the sprawling, amber-colored dunes of Wahiba 
Sands. After your adventures, refuel with lunch at a 
gourmet desert restaurant.
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

AL BUSTAN PALACE,  
A RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL
Nestled on the Gulf of Oman, surrounded by dramatic 
mountains, astride a private beach and set amidst 200 acres 
of lush, green gardens, the Al Bustan Palace is a world-class 
property. The recreation facilities range from a pool and tennis 
courts to sailing, windsurfing and snorkeling. Guest rooms are 
uniquely appointed to reflect both local traditions and art deco 
influences, exuding the richness of Arabian culture, art and 
history.

After lunch, guests who have selected the Mystical Muscat 
Tour may depart on your pre-selected afternoon sightseeing 
option.

q Muscat Culture and Cuisine Tour

Gain a deeper understanding of Omani culture, starting 
with the National Museum, which showcases Oman’s early 
history through present day. After perusing the museum, 
walk to the Muttrah Souk, one of the oldest markets in the 
world. Sample dates and locally made pastries, and explore 
the winding lanes which brim with colorful trinkets, rich 
perfumed oils and vibrantly-hued clothing. Later, transfer 
to a local restaurant to enjoy the rich flavors of a traditional 
Omani dinner.

q Afternoon at Leisure

Remain at the hotel and spend the afternoon at leisure.

Guests who have not selected the Muscat Culture and 
Cuisine Tour may enjoy an à la carte dinner at one of the 
hotel's restaurants this evening.

OVERNIGHT: Al-Bustan Palace, A Ritz-Carlton Hotel

q Mystical Muscat Tour

Begin your tour at the Grand Mosque, which hosts up to 
20,000 worshippers, in a stunning display of intricate 
modern Islamic architecture. See finely crafted details, 
including an expansive handloomed carpet, and the 
massive crystal chandelier in the mosque's main prayer 
hall. Proceed to the Natural History Museum, which 
provides an interesting overview of Oman's flora and 
fauna, with displays on indigenous mammals, insects, birds 
and botanical gardens. One of the museum's highlights 
is the whale hall, which houses the giant skeleton of a 
sperm whale that washed up on the Omani coastline. 
Afterward, visit the Royal Opera House, a unique example 
of contemporary Omani architecture. Take a guided tour 
of the opera house complex, explore the grounds, and visit 
the new and immersive Exhibition of Musical Arts, which 
opened in 2022. Enjoy lunch at a nearby local restaurant 
before returning to the hotel. Clothing covering the knees 
and shoulders is required for the mosque visit. Ladies will 
also be required to wear a scarf that covers the head.

q Morning at Leisure

Remain at the hotel and spend the morning at leisure.
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M a r c h  1 0  -  1 1

London, England

FRIDAY, MARCH 10
After breakfast at our hotel, depart Oman on our homeward 
journey. In flight, our team of experts will recap all the 
places visited on this expedition.

Depart:  Muscat, Oman | 10:00 A.M. 

Arrive:  Stansted, England | 2:35 P.M. 

Elapsed Time:  8H 35M

Meal Service:  Lunch 

Upon arrival at Stansted International Airport, clear 
immigration and customs and then transfer to the Mandarin 
Oriental Hyde Park to check in. 

Tonight, gather for a festive farewell cocktail party and 
dinner, where you will enjoy entertainment and toast to 
your shared experiences and new friends. Smart-casual 
cocktail attire is encouraged but not required for this festive 
dinner.

OVERNIGHT: Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park, London

SATURDAY, MARCH 11
This morning, breakfast is available in the hotel before 
you depart for the airport for your commercial flights 
homeward.

Welcome Home!
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N

MANDARIN ORIENTAL  
HYDE PARK, LONDON
Nestled between Knightsbridge and Hyde Park, the reimagined 
Mandarin Oriental offers the ideal location for exploring the 
city. Enjoy views over Knightsbridge and a marble bathroom in 
your elegant guest room, which reflects the vision of renowned 
designer Joyce Wang. Dining options range from the Michelin-
starred Dinner by Heston Blumenthal to the stylish Mandarin 
Bar.
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