JEWELS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN A PRIVATE JET EXPEDITION

ITINERARY
The following pages detail our day-to-day activities. In
addition to this itinerary, you will receive a daily program
that lists the planned activities for each day with specific
timings.

Please remember that this is an expedition in the true sense
of the word. You should expect that changes will occur along
the way, timings will be adjusted and unexpected events
will affect the program. Your expedition leader will conduct
briefings to keep you apprised of any scheduling changes.
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April 23

Amsterdam, Netherlands
TUESDAY, APRIL 23
INDIVIDUAL ARRIVALS IN AMSTERDAM, THE
NETHERLANDS

Upon arrival at The Waldorf Astoria, Amsterdam, please visit
the Jewels of the Indian Ocean welcome desk. Please bring
your passport with you. The check-in staff will collect your
passport and return it to you the next morning at breakfast.
You will also receive your name tag, security/ID badge and
other important updates.
WELCOME DESK HOURS:

Tuesday, April 23 | 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
This evening, meet in the lobby for a short cruise of
Amsterdam’s canals. Afterward, we’ll gather for our
welcome dinner. This is your opportunity to meet the
lecturers, staff and your fellow travelers. Your expedition
leader will brief you on important details for tomorrow
morning’s departure.
OVERNIGHT: The Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam

Reminders
Please do not pack your passport or
important documents in your checked
luggage, but rather always put them in your
hand-carry that you bring on board the jet.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
THE WALDORF ASTORIA AMSTERDAM
Enjoy a bit of historic Amsterdam in the canal-side Waldorf
Astoria Amsterdam. The hotel occupies six unique palaces
built in the 17th and 18th centuries along the legendary
Herengracht. Beautifully furnished guest rooms reflect the
timeless elegance of these historic lodgings. Dine at the hotel’s
Michelin-starred restaurant, Librije’s Zusje Amsterdam, or
indulge at the spa. Each guest room and suite is unique, adding
a layer of authenticity to the historic buildings they occupy.
Enjoy ample living space and large windows for both natural
light and views of the private garden.
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April 24 – 26

Galle, Sri Lanka
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, APRIL 24 & 25
After breakfast, we’ll stop by some of the world-renowned
tulip fields to see the Netherlands in full bloom. Afterward,
we will stop for lunch at a local restaurant before
transferring to the airport for our flight to Sri Lanka.
Depart: Amsterdam, The Netherlands | 3:55 P.M.
Arrive: Trabzon, Turkey | 8:55 P.M. (tech stop)
Elapsed Time: 4H
Meal Service: Dinner

After lunch, we’ll tour the ancestral home of Sri Lanka’s
beloved writer, Martin Wickramasinghe. Get a sense of Sri
Lankan folk culture in this perfectly restored home that
offers a look into life in the early 20th century. We then
transfer to the ancient Yatagala temple. Built 2,300 years
ago, this temple was constructed around massive rock
formations, and features a large reclining Buddha and a
tree descended from the sacred Sri Maha bodhi tree where
Buddha achieved enlightenment. Our afternoon concludes
with a stop at the shore’s edge where you can catch a
glimpse of Sri Lanka’s traditional stilt fishermen in the
evening light.

Depart: Trabzon, Turkey | 9:45 P.M.
Arrive: Colombo, Sri Lanka | 7:50 A.M. (April 25)

This evening, return to the hotel for dinner.

Elapsed Time: 6H 55M
Meal Service: Light Breakfast

OVERNIGHT: Cape Weligama Resort

Upon arrival, we clear immigration and customs, then
transfer approximately two hours to our hotel for check-in
and breakfast. This morning, you may enjoy time to relax
before gathering for lunch at our hotel.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
After breakfast, guests will be divided into two groups.
Group 1 will depart for their pre-selected sightseeing
options, while group 2 will explore Sigiriya Rock Fort.

GROUP 1: PRE-SELECTED OPTIONS

GROUP 2:

q

q

Tour of Weligama Fish Market

Depart early this morning as the catch of the day is hauled
in from Sri Lanka’s coasts. Tour the local fish market,
where fishermen and vendors gather to auction off the
daily bounty. Witness the lively auction, an important part
of everyday life in Sri Lanka, and take photos as the boats
come ashore.

q

Private Whale Watching Expedition

Cruise the waters off Sri Lanka’s southern coast. We’ll set
out on the open sea in search of marine mammals and take
in the vast expanse of the Indian Ocean along the way. As we
cruise, we’ll keep a look out for dolphins performing their
acrobatics and try to catch a glimpse of the rare blue whale,
the largest mammal on earth, surfacing for air.

q

Tea Plantation

Venture out in the hills to see the production of Ceylon tea,
which is regarded as among the finest tea in the world. You’ll
head into picturesque green terraced fields to witness how
tea is harvested by hand and learn about the history of tea
production in Sri Lanka. While you’re there, sample some of
the many varieties of tea produced in the highlands. As we
make our way back to our hotel, we’ll also stop at a cinnamon
farm to see how this fragrant spice is grown and harvested.

Sigiriya Rock Fort

This morning, we will transfer via light aircraft to the
Sigiriya rock fort. This UNESCO World Heritage site is
situated on steep slopes and at the summit of a granite peak
ans stands some 1,250 feet high. The Sigiriya rock fort is
one of the oldest and best-preserved sites in the region and
is made up of galleries and staircases that emerge from the
mouth of a gigantic lion. Hike to the top or enjoy an easier
walk around the grounds.
Stop for lunch mid-day before transferring to the Dambulla
Cave Temples, where a moderate hike up to the caves will
lead to the main temple, which consists of five separate
cavern-temples. Step inside the caves, which are adorned
with statues and colorful murals that date as far back as the
8th century B.C. After time to take in this UNESCO World
Heritage site, we will board our light aircraft and return to
Galle.
ALL GUESTS

After our day of sightseeing, we’ll return to the hotel.
Tonight, enjoy dinner at one of the hotel’s restaurants.
OVERNIGHT: Cape Weligama Resort

We’ll stop for lunch at our hotel before continuing with our
pre-selected afternoon touring options.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

q

After breakfast, guests will be divided into two groups.
Group 1 will explore Sigiriya Rock Fort and group 2 will
depart for their pre-selected sightseeing options.

Galle Fort

Tour the 16th-century Galle Fort, originally built by the
Portuguese colonists as a fortified trading post. Through
the years, Galle Fort has been under control of the Dutch
and British empires, and through its storied history, the
fort displays a rich fusion of European and Asian cultures.
Walk along the narrow streets where you can peruse shops
and restaurants that now occupy the fort’s well-preserved
buildings.

q

Tea Plantation

Venture out in the hills to see the production of Ceylon tea,
which is regarded as among the finest tea in the world. You’ll
head into picturesque green terraced fields to witness how
tea is harvested by hand and learn about the history of tea
production in Sri Lanka. While you’re there, sample some of
the many varieties of tea produced in the highlands. As we
make our way back to our hotel, we’ll also stop at a cinnamon
farm to see how this fragrant spice is grown and harvested.

GROUP 1:

q

Sigiriya Rock Fort

This morning, we will transfer via light aircraft to the
Sigiriya rock fort. This UNESCO World Heritage site is
situated on steep slopes and at the summit of a granite peak
ans stands some 1,250 feet high. The Sigiriya rock fort is
one of the oldest and best-preserved sites in the region and
is made up of galleries and staircases that emerge from the
mouth of a gigantic lion. Hike to the top or enjoy an easier
walk around the grounds.
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Stop for lunch mid-day before transferring to the Dambulla
Cave Temples, where a moderate hike up to the caves will
lead to the main temple, which consists of five separate
cavern-temples. Step inside the caves, which are adorned
with statues and colorful murals that date as far back as the
8th century B.C. After time to take in this UNESCO World
Heritage site, we will board our light aircraft and return to
Galle.
GROUP 2: PRE-SELECTED OPTIONS

q

Tour of Weligama Fish Market

Depart early this morning as the catch of the day is hauled
in from Sri Lanka’s coasts. Tour the local fish market,
where fishermen and vendors gather to auction off the
daily bounty. Witness the lively auction, an important part
of everyday life in Sri Lanka, and take photos as the boats
come ashore.

q

Private Whale Watching Expedition

Cruise the waters off Sri Lanka’s southern coast. We’ll set
out on the open sea in search of marine mammals and take
in the vast expanse of the Indian Ocean along the way. As we
cruise, we’ll keep a look out for dolphins performing their
acrobatics and try to catch a glimpse of the rare blue whale,
the largest mammal on earth, surfacing for air.

q

Tea Plantation

Venture out in the hills to see the production of Ceylon tea,
which is regarded as among the finest tea in the world.
You’ll head into picturesque green terraced fields to witness
how tea is harvested by hand and learn about the history
of tea production in Sri Lanka. While you’re there, sample
some of the many varieties of tea produced in the highlands.

As we make our way back to our hotel, we’ll also stop at a
cinnamon farm to see how this fragrant spice is grown and
harvested.
We’ll stop for lunch at our hotel before continuing with our
pre-selected afternoon touring options.

q

Galle Fort

Tour the 16th-century Galle Fort, originally built by the
Portuguese colonists as a fortified trading post. Through
the years, Galle Fort has been under control of the Dutch
and British empires, and through its storied history, the
fort displays a rich fusion of European and Asian cultures.
Walk along the narrow streets where you can peruse shops
and restaurants that now occupy the fort’s well-preserved
buildings.

q

Tea Plantation

Venture out in the hills to see the production of Ceylon tea,
which is regarded as among the finest tea in the world.
You’ll head into picturesque green terraced fields to witness
how tea is harvested by hand and learn about the history
of tea production in Sri Lanka. While you’re there, sample
some of the many varieties of tea produced in the highlands.
As we make our way back to our hotel, we’ll also stop at a
cinnamon farm to see how this fragrant spice is grown and
harvested.
ALL GUESTS

After our day of sightseeing, we’ll gather at the hotel for a
festive dinner with local entertainment.
OVERNIGHT: Cape Weligama Resort

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
CAPE WELIGAMA RESORT
Located on 12 acres of clifftop property, Cape Weligama
Resort is designed to look like a traditional Sri Lankan
village. Take a dip in the crescent-shaped infinity pool,
relax in spacious guest rooms, or sample the day’s freshest
catch, cooked to order at the Ocean Terrace restaurant.
Guest suites include a spacious bedroom with a living area
and expansive furnished veranda for outdoor dining and
relaxing. Guest bathrooms include a stone bathtub and
steam room.

JEWELS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN A PRIVATE JET EXPEDITION

April 28 – 29

Borobudur, Indonesia
SUNDAY, APRIL 28
After breakfast, we’ll make the return transfer to the
airport for our flight to Borobudur, Indonesia.
Depart: Colombo, Sri Lanka | 9:30 A.M.
Arrive: Borobudur, Indonesia | 4:15 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 5H 15M
Meal Service: Lunch

Upon arrival, clear immigration and customs, then transfer
approximately two hours to our hotel for check in and
dinner.
OVERNIGHT: Amanjiwo

MONDAY, APRIL 29
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel this morning before
transferring to the historic site of Borobudur. A local
archaeologist will offer an introduction before we begin
exploring this ancient temple complex. You may choose to

explore the base and surrounding gardens before stopping to
sample local cuisine or hike up the nine platforms toward the
central dome at the top. As you proceed through the platforms
of this temple, discover the finely-crafted relief panels that
reveal the story of Buddha’s life and detail the tenants of the
Buddhist faith. Guests who wish to climb through all nine
platforms may enjoy panoramic views from above.
This afternoon, return to the hotel for lunch. Afterward,
you may choose to remain at the hotel and enjoy an
afternoon to relax or learn the traditional art of batik dyeing
at a nearby village. A local artist will guide you through the
process of making uniquely-patterned designs using wax to
create shapes in the cloth.
This evening, return to our resort in time to visit Borobudur
at sunset to capture photos under the orange-tinted sky.
Later, we’ll gather for cocktails followed by dinner at our
resort.
OVERNIGHT: Amanjiwo

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
AMANJIWO
Set amid lush palms and rice fields, Amanjiwo is a peaceful
sanctuary inspired by Java’s ancient past. The resort is
crafted from local limestone and pays homage to Borobudur
in its design. Each suite features a four-pillar bed, a
spacious garden terrace and views of the surrounding
countryside. In addition to a spacious living and sleeping
area, suites include an opulent bathroom with a sunken
outdoor bathtub. Relax or dine in the ample outdoor living
space, with views of either private walled gardens or nearby
rice paddies.
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April 30 – May 1

Kochi, India
TUESDAY, APRIL 30

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1

After breakfast, we’ll proceed to the airport for our flight to
Kochi, India. If you wish, you may depart early for a chance
to tour the 9th-century Prambanan Temple, where you can
see the relics of Java’s centuries-old Hindu faith.

After breakfast, we will gather for our tour of the famed
canals and lakes that run parallel to India’s Malabar coast,
known as the backwaters. We’ll meet in the town of
Alappuzha (also known as Alleppy), and board boats for
a cruise along the labyrinth of interconnected canals and
rivers, witnessing both the rich ecosystem and everyday life
in shore-side villages. We’ll stop along the way so that you
may meet some of the people who live along the Backwaters
and witness how locals continue the tradition of building
chundan vallam—long wooden Kerala snake boats.

Depart: Borobudur, Indonesia | 10:30 A.M.
Arrive: Kochi, India | 2:35 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 5H 15M
Meal Service: Lunch

Upon arrival, we proceed through immigration and customs
before transferring to our hotel for check-in.
This evening, enjoy dinner at your leisure at your
respective hotels.
OVERNIGHT: Brunton Boatyard or Eighth Bastion

This afternoon, we’ll stop for a festive ‘Banana Leaf’ wedding
lunch and enjoy local entertainment. Afterward, transfer
by motorcoach to Fort Kochi, a colonial settlement first
established by 16th-century Portuguese spice traders. Here,
you can find examples of Portuguese, Dutch and English
colonial architecture, including the St. Francis Church,
and the Dutch Palace, as well as the Paradesi Synagogue in
the nearby Mattancherry neighborhood—where a Jewish
population has lived and worshiped in Kochi for centuries.
This evening, we’ll return to our respective hotels for dinner.
OVERNIGHT: Brunton Boatyard or Eighth Bastion

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
BRUNTON BOATYARD
A former shipyard during India’s colonial period, the
Brunton Boatyard has been transformed into luxury
accommodations that faithfully reflect the stately splendor
of its illustrious past, when the region served as a vibrant
center for trade. English, Portuguese and Dutch influences
seamlessly blend in the hotel’s architecture and ambiance.
Guest rooms embody the vintage charm of the entire
property and are comprised of a bedroom, foyer, patio and
bathrooms with bathtubs and shower cubicles.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
EIGHTH BASTION
Re-imagining the Dutch legacy in Kochi, Eighth Bastion
mixes contemporary and colonial styles to create a striking
appearance and inviting ambiance. The charming boutique
hotel offers simple, chic guest rooms decorated with
touches of the region’s Dutch heritage. Amenities include
a television, a tea/coffee maker and a bathroom with a
bathtub.
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May

2 – 4

Mauritius
THURSDAY, MAY 2
After breakfast, we will transfer to the airport for our flight
to Mauritius.
Depart: Kochi, India | 10:00 A.M.
Arrive: Port Louis, Mauritius | 1:50 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 5H 20M
Meal Service: Lunch

Upon arrival in Mauritius, we will proceed through
immigration and customs and transfer to a nearby jetty
where speedboats will take us along the lagoon to our resort
for check-in.
After time to settle into your room, you may enjoy dinner at
your leisure at any of the resort’s restaurants.
OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at Anahita

FRIDAY, MAY 3
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before departing for your preselected full- or half-day sightseeing options.

q

Bois Chéri Tea Plantation & La Rhumerie de

Chamarel (Full-Day Option)

Visit the Bois Chéri Tea Plantation for a tour and sampling.
Afterward, we’ll make the scenic journey through Plaine
Champagne to a gaze out over the Black River Gorges
National Park and Alexandra Falls. After taking in the
majestic view, we’ll continue on to La Rumerie de Chamarel
for an exclusive tour of the rum-making facilities, a tasting
and lunch on site. We’ll arrive back at our resort later this
afternoon for time at leisure.

q

Sea Kayaking at Ile d’Ambre

Take a kayak out to Ile d’Ambre (Amber Island), a small
island just off the coast. Here, you can paddle around
crystal-clear lagoons shaded with lush greenery and
mangroves. We’ll stop at a white-sand beach to relax and
enjoy refreshments before returning to our hotel.

q

Golf at Anahita

Enjoy a round of golf on the Anahita Course, where you can
tee off with the mountains on one side and the sparkling
lagoon on the other. This 18-hole, par 72 course is accessible
for beginners, but challenging for expert players, and the
ocean-adjacent location offers beautiful views throughout.

q

Morning at Leisure

Remain at the hotel and enjoy your morning at leisure. Take
a dip in the pool or relax at the spa on your own.
Guests opting for half-day options will return to the hotel
for lunch before participating in afternoon options.

q

Snorkeling Cruise

Experience the bright colors of the coastal reef ecosystem
on a snorkeling adventure. We’ll take a scenic cruise
through coastal lagoons and open ocean where a guide will
help you find the best spots to see schools of vividly-colored
tropical fish.

q

Afternoon at Leisure

Remain at your hotel and enjoy your afternoon at leisure.
Take a dip in the pool, visit the spa on your own or take in
the sights.
This evening, well gather at the hotel for cocktails, followed
by dinner at our resort.
OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at Anahita

SATURDAY, MAY 4
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll depart for our preselected
sightseeing options.

q

Morning at Leisure

Remain at the hotel and enjoy your morning at leisure. Take
a dip in the pool or relax at the spa on your own. Enjoy a
leisurely lunch at the hotel.
We’ll return to the hotel this afternoon before departing on
your pre-selected afternoon sightseeing options.

Cooking Class

Enjoy a cooking class at our hotel, where you’ll explore the
cultural fusion of fragrant Mauritian cuisine, which features
Indian and Chinese influences, along with French staples.

q

q

Dolphin Swimming

Set out onto the crystal blue waters off Mauritius’ western
shores in search of dolphins that frolic in the open sea. We’ll
stop among pods of bottlenose or spinner dolphins that
make their home in the Indian Ocean. Learn about their
habits and hop in the water for a swim among these highly
intelligent mammals. Lunch will be provided on board.

q

Cooking Class

Enjoy a cooking class at our hotel, where you’ll explore the
cultural fusion of fragrant Mauritian cuisine, which features
Indian and Chinese influences, along with French staples.
Fruits and freshly-caught seafood with ample spices are
hallmarks of the local fare.

q

Le Domaine D’Etoile: Zip Line, Quad Bike or Hiking

Visit a local estate in Mauritius’ mountains, where a private
nature reserve offers your choice of adventure. Choose to
ride the trails on a quad bike; hike hilly, forested paths; or
opt to fly through the trees on the longest zipline course in
the world.

q

Snorkeling Cruise

Enjoy a cooking class at our hotel, where you’ll explore the
cultural fusion of fragrant Mauritian cuisine, which features
Indian and Chinese influences, along with French staples.
Fruits and freshly-caught seafood with ample spices are
hallmarks of the local fare.

q

Afternoon at Leisure

Remain at your hotel and enjoy your afternoon at leisure.
Take a dip in the pool, visit the spa on your own or take in
the sights.
We’ll return to our resort this evening, where you may have
dinner at your leisure at any of the resort’s restaurants.
OVERNIGHT: Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at Anahita
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A C C O M M O D AT I O N
FOUR SEASONS RESORT MAURITIUS AT
ANAHITA
A true island paradise, Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at
Anahita is a sanctuary in the heart of the Indian Ocean.
Villas at this stylish, open-air resort feature contemporary
tropical décor and expansive outdoor areas. Play a round on
the Ernie Els-designed course, relax by the private plunge
pool at your villa or recharge at the award-winning spa.
Accommodations are situated just steps away from the
ocean or lagoon on the resort’s private island. Villas feature
a plunge pool, day bed and a covered patio with a dining
area for four, an LCD screen television, refrigerated private
bar, one full bathroom and a private outdoor shower.
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May 5 – 6

Réunion
SUNDAY, MAY 5
After breakfast we will transfer to the airport for our flight
to Réunion.
Depart: Mauritius | 12:00 P.M.
Arrive: Réunion | 12:50 P.M.

scenic tour, we have a chance to see the visit the recently
renovated Musée Stella Matutina the town of Saint-Leu.
Housed in a former sugar factory, you may learn about
Réunion’s history of sugar production.

q

Hiking in Mafete Cirque

Returning to our resort this evening, you may enjoy dinner
at your leisure.

Hike along one of Réunion’s volcanic calderas, Mafete
Cirque. We’ll transfer by truck up a rocky path to reach our
trailhead. Our hike takes us past craggy mountain peaks
and over crystal-clear streams as we scale approximately
1,000 feet over a gradual incline, taking in the wide variety
of endemic flora as we go. We’ll reach the village of Cayenne
where you may opt to take a dip in a nearby natural spring
pool. Sit down to a creole-style lunch in the village before a
45-minute scenic helicopter transfer back down to sea level.

MONDAY, MAY 6

q

Elapsed Time: 50M

Upon arrival, we’ll go through immigration and customs,
then proceed to our hotel for check-in and lunch. This
afternoon, depart for a catamaran cruise off of Reunion’s
coast as you watch the sun set over the Indian Ocean.

After breakfast you may depart for the following sightseeing
options.

q

Helicopter Flight-seeing and Sugar Cane Museum

Transfer to the local helipad for a flightseeing tour over
the island’s interior, soaring over cascading waterfalls, lava
flows and lush forested gorges shrouded in mist. After our

Morning at Leisure

Remain at our resort and enjoy a leisurely morning. Choose
to relax by the pool or explore the area on your own.

Guests choosing the helicopter tour or afternoon at leisure
may opt for either lunch at the hotel or choose to take part
in a cooking class.

q

Reminders
Please prepare you small, wheeled bag
for our three-night stay in Madagascar.
During our stay, your large suitcase will
remain secured.

Creole Cooking Class

Explore the harmony of flavors that pull influence from
French, Indian and East African dishes that form Réunion’s
unique Creole cuisine. You’ll be guided through the creation
of an authentic Réunion curry which you can dine on for
lunch.
All guests may select from the following afternoon options.

q

Photography Workshop

Spend time learning about tips and tricks for capturing the
beauty of the tropics with a local photographer. Stroll along
the hotel grounds and the beach for a workshop geared
toward capturing the bright colors and sharp contrasts of
this lush region.

q

Rum Tasting

Delve into the history and distillation process that makes
rum in Réunion unique. Visit a nearby distillery to sample
some of the flavored rums produced and learn to create your
own unique combination that you may then bottle have
shipped for you to enjoy at home.

q

Shuttle to St Gilles

Take a shuttle to St. Gilles, known for its lively shops and
restaurants to explore the waterfront on your own.

q

Afternoon at Leisure

Remain at our resort and enjoy time to spend at leisure.
This evening, we’ll gather for cocktails and dinner with local
entertainment at our resort.
OVERNIGHT: Lux* St. Gilles

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
LUX* SAINT GILLES
Located on a calm, coral-sheltered lagoon, LUX* Saint
Gilles combines colonial-style elegance with island charm.
The hotel’s signature restaurants serve up fresh seafood
and local flavors. Guest rooms are outfitted in tranquil
colors inspired by the ocean, with deep ceramic sinks,
white wood vanity chests, a patio or balcony and luxurious,
oversized baths.

JEWELS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN A PRIVATE JET EXPEDITION

May 7 – 9

Madagascar

TUESDAY, MAY 7
After breakfast, we will transfer to the airport for our flight
to Madagascar.
Depart: Réunion | 11:30 A.M.
Arrive: Antananarivo, Madagascar | 12:10 P.M.

This evening, there is an optional nocturnal nature walk in
the surrounding area. Afterward, sit down to dinner at your
respective lodges.
OVERNIGHT: Andasibe Hotel or Vakona Forest Lodge

Elapsed Time: 1H 40M
Meal Service: Lunch

ANJAJAVY PENINSULA:

Upon arrival in Madagascar, we clear immigration and
customs, then divide into our pre-selected sightseeing
groups to depart for either Andasibe-Mantadia National
Park or the Anjajavy Peninsula.

We board charter flights for our 1 hour, 30-minute charter
flights to the Anjajavy Peninsula. Upon arriving in Anjajavy,
we transfer to our lodge for check-in and enjoy welcome
refreshments.

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK:

Later, sit down to afternoon tea in the Oasis Garden and
watch lemurs cavort across the grounds and listen for their
eerie calls.

We depart via four-by-four vehicles to Andasibe-Mantadia
National Park (formerly the Périnet Nature Reserve.)
During this approximately four-hour scenic journey, we will
stop for photos along the way.
Upon arriving at our hotel, we check in to our lodges and
enjoy refreshments.

Dinner is at the hotel, followed by an optional night walk to
seek out some of the local nocturnal species.
OVERNIGHT: Anjajavy l’Hotel

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

THURSDAY, MAY 9

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK:

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK:

If you wish, you may rise early for a bird watching
excursion.

Today, we’ll continue to explore the wildlife of the region,
beginning with an optional bird watching excursion near the
lodge grounds.

Following breakfast at our lodge, we transfer to the
entrance of Analamazaotra National Park. Take a moderate
hike to see the endangered Indri lemur, the largest of the
lemur family, and hear its haunting calls. Return to the
lodge for lunch.
This afternoon, choose an excursion to nearby Lemur
Island, where in addition to lemurs, there is the opportunity
to view crocodiles and a resident fossa. Or take a guided
walk to visit the colorful Malagasy village of Andasibe.
This evening, choose to walk through the surrounding area
seeking out the local nocturnal species. Afterward, sit down
to dinner at your lodges.

Following breakfast at our lodge, we transfer to the
entrance of Andasibe-Mantadia National Park for a hike
through this rainforest habitat, past waterfalls, colorful wild
orchids as we listen for the lemurs overhead. Return to our
lodges this afternoon for lunch.
This afternoon, you’ll have another opportunity to visit
Lemur Island or take a guided walk to visit the colorful
Malagasy village of Andasibe.
This evening, choose to depart for a walk in search of the
area’s nocturnal species before dinner at your lodges.
OVERNIGHT: Andasibe Hotel or Vakona Forest Lodge

OVERNIGHT: Andasibe Hotel or Vakona Forest Lodge
ANJAJAVY PENINSULA:
ANJAJAVY PENINSULA:

Before breakfast, you may choose to depart for a
birdwatching trek near the hotel grounds.
Following breakfast at the hotel, you may choose from
a variety of options. Opt to visit a nearby village, where
you may meet the residents who make and sell traditional
crafts; take a boat trip to Moramba Bay and enjoy a guided
trip along the coast with outstanding scenery; embark on
a guided walk (approximately one mile) through the Crab
Path where we discover baobab trees, hairy crab, endemic
birds, and a cave where fossilized lemur skulls have been
found; or take part in any number of nearby water sports.
Transfer back to the lodge for lunch. Afterward you may
choose to take a guided walk through the Crab Path to see
towering baobab trees and an array of wildlife and endemic
birds or take part in a variety of water sports.
Later this afternoon, sit down to tea in the Oasis Garden.
This evening, choose to take night walk to seek out some
of the local nocturnal species. You may have dinner at your
leisure at the hotel.
OVERNIGHT: Anjajavy l’Hotel

Before breakfast, you may rise early for birdwatching near
the hotel grounds.
Following breakfast at the hotel, you may once again
choose from a variety of options: Visit a nearby village,
take a boat trip to Moramba Bay, embark on a guided walk
(approximately one mile) through the Crab Path or take
part in any number of nearby water sports.
Transfer back to the lodge for lunch. Afterward you may
choose to take a guided walk through the Crab Path to see
towering baobab trees and an array of wildlife and endemic
birds, or take part in a variety of water sports.
Later this afternoon, you may once again sit down to tea in
the Oasis Garden.
This evening, you have another opportunity for a night walk
to seek out some of the local nocturnal species. Tonight’s
dinner is at your leisure at the hotel.
OVERNIGHT: Anjajavy l’Hotel

JEWELS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN A PRIVATE JET EXPEDITION

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
ANJAJAVY L’HOTEL
The seaward-facing villas at Anjajavy Lodge feature modern
furnishings and private terraces for taking in views of
the beautiful coastline. Enjoy access to a private beach
for swimming, dine on an outdoor deck, or relax in your
comfortable guest room, which includes a DVD player,
flat-screen TV and other modern amenities. The property
includes an outdoor pool, massage services, a bar and a
restaurant.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
ANDASIBE HOTEL
Surrounded by jungle and overlooking the Vohitra River
Valley, Andasibe Hotel features comfortable, well-appointed
bungalows with among the rich, natural landscape. Nature
hikes and river kayaking are within steps of the lodge, or
after a day of exploring, you may take advantage of the
hotel’s outdoor pool or massage services. The Andasibe
hotel includes on-site dining featuring traditional Magalasy
and world cuisine. Bungalows are decorated with traditional
fabrics and include a private terrace overlooking the
surrounding gardens.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
VAKONA FOREST LODGE
Hidden away among lush palm gardens and overlooking a
forest lake, the Malagasy-style bungalows at the Vakona
Forest Lodge provide a restful atmosphere with easy access
to the park. During your stay, take a stroll from the lodge
to a private lemur island where you can interact with the
endemic wildlife, or opt to paddle through the lake in a
canoe. You may also take a dip in the lodge’s pool or relax
with a cocktail and a game of billiards. Dine on European,
Chinese and Malagasy cuisine at the on-site restaurant
which overlooks the lake. Guest Bungalows are built and
decorated in a traditional style and include a terrace for
gazing out onto the natural landscape.
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May 10 – 11

Maputo, Mozambique
FRIDAY, MAY 10

SATURDAY, MAY 11

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK:

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel, then depart for your preselected full-day or half-day sightseeing options.

Following breakfast, make the four-hour return drive via
4x4 vehicles to Antananarivo.
ANJAJAVY PENINSULA:

Following breakfast, we make our way back to the local
airstrip for our return charter flights to Antananarivo.
ALL GUESTS:

In Antananarivo, we board our private jet for the flight to
Mozambique.
Depart: Antananarivo, Madagascar | 12:00 P.M.
Arrive: Maputo, Mozambique | 1:55 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 2H 55M
Meal Service: Lunch

Upon arrival, we will proceed through immigration and
customs, then transfer to our hotel for check-in.
This evening, gather for cocktails, followed by dinner with
traditional entertainment at the hotel.
OVERNIGHT: Polana Serena Hotel

q

Santa Maria & Inhaca Islands (full-day option)

Take a catamaran out to the coastal islands, starting with
Santa Maria where you may snorkel along a pristine marine
preserve that teems with colorful fish and sea turtles that
make their home in the coral beds. After taking a dip in the
water, we’ll make our way toward Inhaca, where we will sit
down for lunch and meet some of the locals. After lunch,
you may take your time perusing the local markets.

q

Cultural Tour

Take in the architectural and cultural character of this
southern African capital. As a city recovering from a
turbulent 20th century, Maputo reveals hidden gems
despite a gritty past. Explore the richness of its culture from
European colonial influences, to modern-day innovators.
Start at the large, white Greek Orthodox church, then head
into city’s urban core to take in the sights, including the
Beaux-Arts style train station and the Iron House, designed
by legendary French engineer Gustav Eiffel. We’ll visit a
19th-century Portuguese fort and head to a local artists’
co-op where you can see Maputo’s contemporary artists at

work. As you make your way through the city, stop to take
in the Art Deco-era buildings that have survived a century
of conflict.

q

Mafalala Walking Tour

Located along the one-time border between Maputo’s
segregated white and black neighborhoods, Mafalala is now
a symbol of a new, multicultural Mozambique. Bred from
hardship, the Mafalala district spawned many of the leaders
of Mozambique’s hard-fought independence movement.
Today, time-worn homes still line unpaved streets, but bold
murals catch the eye, and a vibrant culture and rich history
add color and spirit to this historic district. During your
visit, enjoy some lively performances and tour the newlyopened heritage museum where you can enjoy the sounds of
traditional music.

q

Morning at Leisure

Remain at the hotel and have a leisurely breakfast and take
advantage of the amenities at the hotel.
This afternoon, guests on half-day options will gather for
lunch at a local restaurant before departing on afternoon
sightseeing.

q

Craft Market

Stroll through a nearby craft market, where locals display
their artisan wares. Finely woven baskets, brightlypatterned fabrics, and handmade jewelry and pottery are
all on display. As you meander through the stalls, chat with
the local vendors, take in the vibrant colors and pick up a
unique remembrance for home.

q

National Art Museum

Visit the National Art Museum, which celebrates
Mozambique’s rich art scene with an impressive collection of
paintings and sculptures by its finest contemporary artists.
Works here span a wide range of media, and often evoke
the struggles and triumphs of the nation’s recent history—
displayed in bright color and fine detail.

q

Afternoon at Leisure

Stay at the hotel to enjoy a leisurely afternoon and take
advantage of the amenities available at the hotel.
All guests will return to the hotel this evening, where
you may enjoy dinner at your leisure at any of the hotel’s
restaurants or choose from a selection of local restaurants.
OVERNIGHT: Polana Serena Hotel

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
POLANA SERENA HOTEL
Located on a leafy boulevard in an exclusive residential
district, Polana Serena Hotel has been a landmark in
Maputo since 1922. Classic charm meets modern amenities
in this historic colonial building, where comfortable guest
rooms offer views of either the city or the sea. Interiors are
decorated with wood floors, decorative carpets and locallystyled wallpaper and wood furniture. Amenities include
satellite television and an entertainment center, an in-room
refreshment center and tea/coffee making facilities.
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May 12 – 14

Seychelles
SUNDAY, MAY 12
After breakfast, transfer to the hotel for our flight to the
Seychelles.
Depart: Maputo, Mozambique | 10:00 A.M.
Arrive: Mahe, Seychelles | 4:35 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 4H 35M
Meal Service: Lunch

Upon arrival, we’ll proceed through immigration and
customs then transfer to our hotel for check-in. Tonight,
you may dine at any of the hotel’s restaurants at your
leisure.
OVERNIGHT: Banyan Tree Seychelles

MONDAY, MAY 13
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel. Afterward, depart for your
pre-selected options: Either relax at the hotel and enjoy our
tranquil surroundings or depart for Praslin and La Digue

q

Praslin and La Digue

Transfer via local aircraft to the island of Praslin. Upon
arrival tour the Vallee de Mai Nature Reserve, home to

well-preserved natural palm forests, filled with the coco de
mer palm and a wide variety of bird species, including the
Seychelles black parrot. After time to take in the natural
beauty, we’ll fly to the pristine island of La Digue. On this
idyllic tropical island, we’ll enjoy lunch at a local restaurant
and have time to relax on a pristine white-sand beach.
Afterward, wander among the granitic boulders and swim
in the jade green Indian Ocean before sailing back to Mahé.
Returning to the hotel this afternoon, you may enjoy dinner
at your choice of hotel restaurants.
OVERNIGHT: Banyan Tree Seychelles

TUESDAY, MAY 14
After breakfast, depart for your pre-selected morning
sightseeing options.

q

City Tour and Craft Market

Explore the highlights of the city of Victoria, starting with
the Seychelles Natural History Museum, which traces
the evolution of flora and fauna in Seychelles over many
centuries. Afterward, we’ll stop by Victoria Market to
peruse colorful stalls of fresh fruits, fish, vegetables and
spices. We’ll also stop by the Hindu Temple, the Cathedral

of the Immaculate Conception and the National Botanical
Gardens, which boasts an extensive collection of endemic
orchids. This afternoon, return to the hotel for lunch.

q

Val d’Andorre & Nature Hike

Drive to Val d’Andorre, the home of late herbalist and
local healer Ferdinand Vidot, who treated area residents
for many years. Among the over 100 plant varieties of the
herbalist’s garden are several species of trees that can only
be found in Seychelles, including the jellyfish tree, which is
nearly extinct across the archipelago’s 115 islands. Take an
easy hike from here, descending to the secluded beach of
Anse Bougainville. We’ll return to the hotel for lunch.

q

q

Morning at Leisure

Remain at your hotel and enjoy your day at leisure. Take a
dip in the in the pool, visit the spa on your own or take in
the sights.
After lunch, enjoy your day relaxing in our island paradise.
Take time at leisure to take a dip in the pool or opt to
explore on you own.
This evening, we’ll gather for a festive dinner at our resort.
OVERNIGHT: Banyan Tree Seychelles

Local Artisan Tour

Experience the rich culture of art in the Seychelles, starting
with the local craft village, Le Village Artisanal, located
on the site of a former plantation. We will stop at a local
handicraft studio to see artisans at work and see the studios
of three renowned local artists: sculptors Tom Bowers and
Antonio Filippin, and the painter Michael Adams, whose
gallery reflects Seychellois life and culture. We’ll stop at a
local restaurant for lunch.

B A N YA N T R E E S E YC H E L L E S
BANYAN TREE SEYCHELLES
With its exquisite Creole-style pool villas along the Indian
Ocean, Banyan Tree Seychelles is a tropical haven. Stand
on the expansive veranda to take in the swaying Takamaka
trees or soak up the sun while relaxing in the infinity pool.
In every direction there is an awe-inspiring view of multihued waves, white-sand beaches and mountain peaks. Villas
reflect the natural style of the Seychelles through the use of
indigenous materials, and feature a small private swimming
pool, veranda with sun loungers, an open-air pavilion, large
living and dining areas, and a bathroom with a sunken
bathtub and deluxe shower.
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May 15

Amsterdam
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15

THURSDAY, MAY 16

After an early breakfast, transfer to the airport for our
flight to Amsterdam.

After breakfast at our hotel, transfer to the airport for your
independent commercial flights homeward.

Depart: Mahe, Seychelles | 9:00 A.M.

Welcome Home!

Arrive: Athens, Greece | 4:05 P.M. (tech stop)
Elapsed Time: 8H 5M
Meal Service: Lunch
Depart: Athens, Greece | 5:05 P.M.
Arrive: Amsterdam, Netherlands | 7:50 P.M.
Elapsed Time: 3H 45M

Upon arrival in Amsterdam, we’ll continue through
immigration and customs before transferring to our hotel
for check-in. A buffet dinner will be available at the hotel
this evening.
OVERNIGHT: The Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
THE WALDORF ASTORIA AMSTERDAM
Enjoy a bit of historic Amsterdam in the canal-side Waldorf
Astoria Amsterdam. The hotel occupies six unique palaces
built in the 17th and 18th centuries along the legendary
Herengracht. Beautifully furnished guest rooms reflect the
timeless elegance of these historic lodgings. Dine at the hotel’s
Michelin-starred restaurant, Librije’s Zusje Amsterdam,
or indulge at the spa. Each guest room and suite is unique,
adding a layer of authenticity to the historic buildings they
occupy. Enjoy ample living space and large windows for both
natural light and views of the private garden.

